the Berlinbased Design Hotels™ collective, this
21toom boutique hotel, designed by
Argentinianborn Alexander Lotersztain, only
opened in June but is already the place to be for
the perennially hip.

Entry is via electronic room key or hotel staff
discretion, but those admitted to the inner
sanctum, the swish granite and wood-panelled
lobby, will find it a magnet for style mavens.

With its designer furniture, including
Lotersztain's oversized denim armchair seen on
the cover of architecture bible Inside, cowhide
rug, designer wooden rtocking chairs, black
plasma TV, rows of design books and magazines
and espresso machine, it is a place where people
can kick back. : = s

My studio room on the third floor is long and
lean. Natural light streams through the white
chiffon drapes. It's reflected in the elongated
breakfast bar and kitchen vanity in smooth
white Corian , which looks like a cross between
stone and fibreglass.

There are a smoky charcoal carpet and
matching drapes, wood panels and mottled-grey
feature wall.

With a kingssized bed in crisp white linen,
with plump white pillows, steel-grey cushions
and wool blanket, and flat-screen TV with Foxtel
on the opposite wall, who could ask for more? A
design diva, that's who. Low-slung pendant
lights in signature black and white courtesy of
Sydney duo Janos Korban and Stefanie Flaubert,
iPod dock and white slatted corner chair with
Derlot fur throw add to the design equation.

Then there’s the sleek kitchenette with black
veneer cabinet work and baby-blue porcelain
kettle. Ripe mandarins and Dello Mano brownies
in a simple white bow], reminiscent of a Matisse
stilllife, take the cake. Speaking of brownie
points, top marks go to hotel management for
the chunky detached wooden hangers in the
mirrored wardrobe, which also houses a safe,
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the lift, which are replaced throughout the day.
Room service snacks are also available.

The neat bathroom is swish and compact with
black granite walls, grey stone floor tiles,
framelessglass  shower, ~blue  porcelain
toothbrush cups and white Corian vanity with
nifty disposal chute. A recessed floor-toceiling
mirror increases the appearance of size.

1 am loath to list negatives after such knockout
first impressions but fivestar rates warrant
scrutiny, however trifling. The view from the
balcony over a vacant lot is largely out of the
proprietor’s control but an eyesore nonetheless.
A captivating city skyline backdrop is almost
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table, tropical foliage and hammocks also appeal.

So stylish. . . Brisbane's Limes Hotel has aroof

The absence of teatowel hooks in the kitchen
is a slight oversight. However, levered recycling
bins inject ecofriendly style.

And the noisy exhaust fan in the bathroom
but a box of L'Occitane toiletries in hotel
signature black-and-white packaging soothes
potentially frayed nerves.

Having an open-air rooftop bar and cinema is
a welcome feature, especially as the weather
warms up.

Its a little slice of New York in the
Queensland capital.

A white marble and slate champagne bar
serves primarily top-notch French bubbles,
Australian and New Zealand wines and an
impressive range of international beers, some
on tap.

The cocktail menu includes an apple martini,
prepared with smashed Granny Smiths, shaken
with Wyborowa Exquisite vodka, Massenez
Creme de Pomme Verte, fresh apple juice and
finished with Apple Isle (s17).

Bar snacks include smoked salmon, goat’s
curd, rocket and capers, pepperoni, parmesan
and red-pepper pizza and cheese plates.

Private cabanas with black beds, abundant
cushions and filtered drapes allow the starlight to
shine through.

In the adjoining cinema are black director’s
chairs and tables, market umbrellas, outdoor




