Small wonders

Two new vibrant boutique hotels, each with a sharp design
aesthetic, bring a dash of style to Brisbane and Canberra.
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LIMES HOTEL, BRISBANE

As fresh as its name, this hip retreat is one of Brisbane’s
funkier hotel options. Five star it isn't, but it does boast
a slick rooftop ‘cinema’ and bar. Ground floor rooms
come equipped with courtyards and hammocks,
a clever touch in this sub-tropical city. As the only
Australian member of Design Hotels, a German-based
group that puts definite emphasis on style, youd
expect fashionable touches. Cue the cushion-strewn
private rooftop cabanas with dove-grey camouflage
draping. These can be reserved by those who want
privacy as they sip their little something from the Moét-
Hennessy-sponsored bar.

Owner/manager Damian Griffiths commissioned
up-and-coming designer Alexander Lotersztain to
create the interior. I wanted someone who was passion-
ate about putting his stamp on it,” he says. "Someone
who has the potential to be the next Marc Newson.

All 21 guest rooms are low-key but
smart. Long, narrow (just 3m across)
and decorated in tones of slate and
pewter, theyre aimed squarely at the
independent traveller. Griffiths says
you may have to carry your own bags
upstairs, but once there you'll find all
the comforts — tempting Dello Mano
brownies, L'Occitane toiletries, a laptop-sized safe,
free internet, a mini-bar with Voss water and free soft
drinks, plus a sink that doubles as a Champagne bucket.
A continental breakfast, available as an extra option,
is served on the roof. Guests also have first dibs on the
bar. A ‘play and stay promo, where any room still not
rented at midnight gets offered to bar patrons for just
$99, is sure to be popular.

Limes is located on a Fortitude Valley backstreet,
a position that Griffiths believes works in the hotel's>

Feeling groovy
The 21 guest rooms
at Limes Hotel, Brisbane,

are compact yet smart,
and have tiny private
balconies (above). The
hotel’s rooftop bar (top).
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