all = an open-air rooftop bar and
cinema, the city’s latest boutigue
hotel is basking in the limelight.
Owner-manager Damian Griffiths
couldn’t be more relieved.

““Right up until the end, people told me
| was crazy to build this,” he says.
““Now people are fascinated by it.”
And the designer who's stamped his
mark on the project, Argentinian-
born, Brisbane-based Alexander
Lotersztain, 31, is equally happy.
Lotersztain has designed everything
from the eye-catching organic facade
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ered inrecycled patchwork denim
and soft sheepskin throws for that
lounge-about, homely feel.
Travel is Lotersztain’s inspiration.
*“I've had a nomadic lifestyle = it's in my
blood,” he says.
And having stayedin every style of
accommodation from backpackers’
hostels to five=star resorts has helped
him focus on what’s important in a hotel:
luxury and design balanced with livability
and comfort.
Aside from the popularity of the rooftop
bar, the 21 guest rooms are home to
corporate clients mid-week and
entertainers such as DJs, actors and
singers at the weekends.
Griffiths says they've also drawn
Brisbane locals who want to spend a
weekend buzzing around the city.
““Weekend getaways in the Valley are all
the rage now,”” he says.
It's also a pleasant option if you've had
too much fun at the bar and don’t feel like
going home.
The rooms have free broadband and
wireless internet, Foxtel cable and iPod
dock. The contents of the mini=bar, the
oven-baked muesli and the L'Occitane
bathroom products are also free. All for
between $199 and $289 aroom.
Lotersztain's holistic approach to the
design means he’s got his fingers in all
the hotel’s pies - from the corporate logo
to the goosedown bedding in the compact
(3.3m x 8m) bedrooms.
Lotersztain has lived in Brisbane for the
past four years, but was a regular visitor
before that. He studied at the
Queensiand College of Art, designed the
Gallery of Modern Art store, hair salons
and furniture - for other companies and
for his Derlot Studio - and is now working
on student accommodation.
He's now officially an Aussie.

Alexander Lotersztain: www.derlot.com

faster service and better ambience.
You have to press a buzzer to gain
entry, so it is manager Larry Reston
you have to impress. He decides who
is ushered along the black-walled
corridor, rockstar style, to the sacred
lift. And he’s very picky.

Preferred clientele are well-dressed,
well-mannered professionals over 21
looking for a place to chill out with
some champagne cocktails.

Large groups who haven’t pre-booked
= even lovely ladies on hen’s nights -
may be politely refused entry.

So if you want to get in, don't be rude.
From Monday to Thursday the bar can
be booked for functions, but the most
popular times are Friday and
Saturday nights and Sunday
afternoons. Roof Top Film nights are
every Monday and Tuesday (weather
permitting). Costis $15 a head.

~ BETTER than évét ... the
refurbished Urban.



