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These cool hotels are unique -- by
design
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When a property calls itself Hotel
Unique, it had better deliver.

No worries.

The one-of-a-kind Sao Paulo manse
that claims this name does so in
spades, starting with a weathered
copper fagade decorated in portholes
that is sure to get everyone's attention.
In fact, the unique inverted arc
structure, courtesy of renowned
Brazilian architect Ruy Ohtake,
resembles a big, bold boat.

That theme at the 5-year-old Hotel
Unique carries on inside as well,
especially when you hit the roof with its
deck-like wooden flooring. Also on
hand at the top of this 95-room
masterpiece, courtesy of designer Jodo
Armentano, is a crimson-colored
swimming pool, a welcome water
wonderland in the middle of the bustling
South American city.
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connoisseurs should take stock are the
lobby's cutting-edge glass ceiling, its
transparent guest quarters bathtubs
and its curvy accommodations situated
on the hotel's edges that integrate
ramps reminiscent of those found in
skateboard parks (but are much more
refined).
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More from Jane Lasky
For further information, go to www.hotelunique.com.br.

To be sure, over the years while exploring and inspecting hotels, | have come to delight
in those that are different. One that made a big impression some 20 years ago when it
first opened, and that still gives a gutsy, creative vibe, is in the heart of San Francisco.

Called The Phoenix (as in "rising from the ashes"), this is the original rock-'n"-roll hotel. It
is an edgy place to stay that offers the unexpected, like art at the bottom of its fun-loving
pool. The underwater mural, an abstract piece called "Fifteen Minutes of Fame" by
Francis Forlenza, is just one of more than 250 works of art showing at The Phoenix.

In general, this Joie de Vivre hotel that has lured such music industry luminaries as the
Red Hot Chili Peppers, Joan Jett and Pearl Jam seems more island than urban in design
with features including 1950s-inspired bamboo furniture and tons of tropical plants. To
top that off, the courtyard comes complete with piped-in jungle noises. Close your eyes
and you'll swear you're experiencing a South Seas getaway. Open them again and you'll
realize you are in the Tenderloin District's version of nirvana. In fact, to back that up,
word has it that this 44-room oasis was Kurt Cobain's hotel of choice whenever he
visited The City by the Bay.

Other pluses: Rates are very competitive (around $100) and include continental
breakfast served at the pool. Another perk: Parking is free, a big deal in a city where |
have paid up to $40 per night for the privilege of stowing my car.

For further information, go to www.jdvhotels.com/phoenix.

Finally, Limes Hotel in Brisbane, Australia, is set to make a big splash when it debuts in
June. Already a member of the esteemed Design Hotels group, this tiny, 21-room
treasure coniured upo bv desianer Alexander Lotersztain will provide a warm vet
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uncluttered environment with stark yet spiffy touches such as colorful Asian-inspired » Citizen of the world
lighting dangling in innovative groupings from the ceilings. » and more

Located in the Queensland capital's nightlife district called Fortitude Valley, expect a cool
rooftop lounge and an in-house movie theater (or cinema, as it's called Down Under)

when Brisbane's Limes Hotel opens. Sonoma wine country
. . . » lowa jazz
For further information, go to www.limeshotel.com.au. » Calendar
» and more

Sign in | Sign up to comment

1. Comments are not edited and don't represent the views of the Daily Herald.
2. To understand what is and isn't allowed please read our comments policy. Spring cleaning ... your body

3. To report an inappropriate post click the icon beneath the comment. » Not too late for marathon

» Don't touch that keyboard
» and more

You must Sign in | Sign up to post a comment to this story.

'Sex' and the Smithe brothers

» Above the radio fray
» New CBS sitcoms

Cheap Airline OwnorManagea  cheap Airline Tickets > and more
Tickets And Cheap Vacation Home? Quickly Find &

Compare Sites For Advertise on Leading Compare Cheap Airline

Really Cheap Airfare & Site & Connect to Tickets From 200

Save 75% On Airline Renters fast! Airfare

Airfare.Kayak.com RENTALO.com Airfares.Sidestep

Ads by Yahoo!

Dailyﬂemld SEaRI:H

News Business Sports Entertainment Lifestyle Real Estate Marketplace
Cook County Stocks/market info Prep Movies Commitments Search for homes Place an ad
DuPage County College Movie times Anniversaries Real estate articles Autos

Kane County Bears Puzzles Engagements Homes

Lake County Blackhawks TV listings Weddings Jobs

McHenry County Bulls Place Commitment Service directory
Tllinois Cubs Food More classifieds
Nation & World Fire Health & Fitness Garage sales
Obituaries Sky Home & Garden Photo reprints
Opinion White Sox Travel

Politics Photo reprints

Special Reports

Customer Services | Jobs at Daily Herald | Advertise | Feedback

Copyright © 2008 Daily Herald Inc. All rights reserved. | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use Visit other Daily Herald sites: Select Site

http://www.dailyherald.com/story/?1d=190011 5/19/2008



